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Now W HAT ?
By Jenni Doll, DVM

AOh man, itds time f orWhtamtdoiagtodoeWksaetder | ahavell&othinkr i t e
ing to myself while doing surgery. | throw another suture. My mind is so preoccupied. Throw another suture.

Think. Think. Thi nk é.

When it comes to the deadline our Honorable Witty Kitties President Pearce gives to us for thinking up and writing

stories, it hasnét al ways been e Howgverdtosedtombg sourpuchwore do thand e a s
itisnow. You see, | 6ve been | i vi nless-bosjnessrstulf-and-lmedhomie-mare-for-me-fdmilyd d o
and-own-ani mal s6 | ife. & Yep, it has been over a year since s

But the insanity that was once a daily way of life did have its benefits. | always had a story or two or more to tell at
any given time.

Though it was earlier this month | started thinking about what has been interesting of late, | am now still wonder-
ing. What can | fill a page or two with that wil!l keep anyo

| keep working on the surgery, and keep thinking. Well, we did take in six dogs from the puppy mill about two hours
north of here that recently shut down. We really couldnod
go in a very short period of time. The plan was to hold them as long as needed, socialize them, then move them to
the lowa City Animal Center for adoption as room became available. We took in a beautiful Golden Retriever (whom
Kirsten still wants to keep, despite the dog having been adopted), two adorable Beagles, two gorgeous Huskies, and
a rambunctious Malamute. When taking them in, | hoped it was-

WITTY KITTIES MISSION STATEMENT n.Ot . glgl ggh to be. ba km:jfs th".’";e' thUt !
Founded in 2000, Witty Kitties provides quality care and s Iterté"@&%essmg asado the pony running back and forth in front of the

with specific chronic medical needs withirsthesfea we cage, playing with and taunting
serve. Our organization is committed to collaborating withjlocaliwh y d on 6 t | Write about how we ar
mane organizations in rescue work anui®papeuter services. es?0 N o Funny but not real ly
rietyg : | ’

i
We provide rescue, care and appropriate housing for a f . h
reptiles, as well, og lovers). Gotta think of something else.

As part of our overall service to the community, Witty Kittigs workdlip back is getting sore, so | move around a bit before resuming

educate the public regarding proper care of these companipn amg@il@ery_ So now what? Well, almost two weeks ago when | took
and, ideally, to find permanent, quality homes for thejn. . - .

on three baby squirrels that came down with a downed tree in

Muscatine, one with head/neurological trauma and another with

BOARD OF DIRECTORS a broken humerus, I thought, i Goo
k.)lenniIDoII,DVl\l/l should be interesting to write a
Torben Platt, Reptile Guy A ; PR N ; ;
Kathleen Schoon, Volunteer Coordinator rel ye. . . S _B|lcu il admit; it is f@nchaving those little guys,
Chris Schoon, North Campus Coordinator all thriving, scampering all over my person, watching them twitch
Trish Wasek, Webmaster and squeak the way only a squirrel can. But that is what they
John McLaughlin, Infrastructure do. They eat, sleep, pee, poop, squeak, and scamper. Until they
Dona Pearce, PresideNewsletter Editor are older and going outside, their repertoire is limited. Ugh, now
Website URL: WittyKitties.org what?
(P
DID You KNOw 2?7 | keep up with the surgery. | do some of my best thinking during
You could see this issue in living color if you sub- these times. Okay, what about the reptiles? | 6ve enjoyed

scribed to an email copy of the newsletter! Let us kngw the new pond for Lex, the now ridiculously fat alligator. It should

your wishes at staff@wittykitties.org. be big enough to hold him for as long as we need, |

(continued on page 2)
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hope. Kirsten and | had fun seeing the guys pouring
concrete out of an enormous cement mixer, and toting it
over to the enclosure. Trish got pics. Great, that will fill
in alittle space. But , thatoés about
that. Now what could be more interesting than that?

Suture, suture, suture, ouch! Poked myself.

| admit, | did revert back to my 12-year-old self the other
day while trying to figure out how to keep our soon-to-
hatch duck eggs from be®ormi
only female duck has a batch of eggs in a deep wooden

inside the shack, | tried pushing the protruding stuff back
in. But, it was way too big and damaged from sticking out
all morning. By that time, stinking of pig pee and poop and

a lwhat mot, Intaok aff my gloves any staod) autuat the mailbox

to greet my little girl as she got off the bus.

A HI S w &m,tbadenews. Mommy HAS to finish a sur-
gery on Amy the pig. Yes, | have to. Yes | 61 | firs
somethingtodrink. No | canét snuggle bef

smell me? Yea, pretty | Keepdp thehbartte? o
migt islomeogedsi meaht o my |
her the way | always do the second she gets off the

ittl e

box that is only feet f r o mbusv 8he miainesCadittjednsore befork | gep outsitieeagain.
porch. Peri odically I hear her &I dmt goar dlifng | s odmenéti ngd sur g
bark, and go out to find she has stolen another egg and d i eBarely caring, she gives me the heave ho after seeing
eaten the contents, yet still protecting the empty shell her favorite cartoon is on.
from everyone else. She does this when the Momma
duck leaves to eat. So, | took the box, duck and eggs to Now that the simple replacement of the prolapse had failed,
the enclosure where the pigeons live. | put in an entire she needed surgery. | had to give Amy more anesthetic. |
kiddie pool, and made sure all the holes of the fence tried again to put her out, knowing inhalant anesthesia
arenoét big enough for t he wbudibé safer, but to no availc So pafter gathenng up a sur-
wait. Thi s i snodt sl cd mi nbtoerri ensgt i ynggny pack,aprep, blade, sutures, more gloves (Boy did | go
I? What the heck am | going to write about? through gloves. Every time Kirsten called | had to crawl out
of the box just to be able to hear her, and | invariably soiled
Now my back and neck and legs are really the gloves every time | did this). | took my last breath of
sore. Surgery is almost done. This has been the most fresh air for a while and crawled back into the cave.
di fficult one | ®echmicaltyadtrisea bins o f yet .
tough, but what is really making it hard is the fact that I know everyone is dying to know the details of what sur-
| 6ve been cramped in a Hipacgeryenfalegbub Ut dardk3 khewt i f keepir
not especially light, and | worhthmalnauch griodsress.lJast kaowdhattl kad to@@an s u n
is directed intothe enclosure. Unf or t unat el y, amputation.dn dt aHdve he hurry, I had f
anyone to hold my patient still as periodically she tureso into the healthy tissuecé

twitches. Al s o, the surroundings
so where | set my instruments is more important than
ever. YoOUu sSsee, I 6m sitting i
and Roscoe, our tamer pot-bellied pigs, sleep in. It is

n

stinking and dusty,
Amy 6 s Onlyminutes ago | discovered she had
(okay, this is gross, but

make my story interesting) a prolapsed rectum. Wh at 6 6t

that? Well, pretend you have a long stocking that is
open at both ends. Put your hand half-way inside and
pull the middle part of the sock out of the hole your arm
is in. That inside part of the sock is what was out on
Amy. Actually, a few inches worth, of a very red, sore,
and dirty fisocko were stick

So, | was home alone with an almost 200 pound pig that
needed surgery. Little Kirsten was due home on the bus

in less than an hour, Joseph an hour after that. Torben?
God knew when, as it was Monday. | coul dnéd
her. Had to do her where she lay, in the shack which is
about 6 feet long. She was taking up the back half,
stuck tight in the corner and not willing to move out even
though her | ife depended
light forever, so | had precious little time to get going. |
hoped | could push it back in while she was heavily se-
dated. After getting her sleepy enough, while kneeling

and ani gddd, slawmgimeldddvm doi ng

geeese o it kepe getiirg sucked bagk intol her ayau;know-
what. By the time | discovered this, my knees had become
sote end my legs askeep.il hasl to Isibon ey owin humn forfamy
while. This made the angle at which | was working very
surgery

hear d hNotfindithg me i@ the mouse, he
asked Kirsten where | was. | can only imagine what she

nilaMobn&h & th ada r @ sy owh adtibwastipddphnl hatddnle e e

sad. AShe is in the pig house d
butt. o

iTrust me , I rat herii Coautl db ey oiun w
Khgsoenh. for me?06

I was half done with the suturing, and suffering from back
cramps that had me cussing up a storm. | was glad my yell-
ing was muffled by the walls of the hut.

t mo v e

ing of my feet by the emus. It was at this time | realized
Kirsten had dance practice tonight. | got out, and yelled into

(continued on page 3)

Finally, I couldnét take the b
my stomach and elbows for the last of the suturing. Imag-
ine walking up to the house, and glancing over and seeing

o negsisticking duhoé a littleapig huty and pedadiéatly hearing ly
@#$%"&*' | di dndt especially appre
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the house for Joseph to call Torben. | 6d need
home soon to take her, as
doesnodt allow him to go

an adult.

Finally, | heard Torben come home. | got out to get more

suture and
had to get this
me his HAYeah, whatever o

little dancer and her dance supplies.

So, as | sit here alone
l ook around my <cramped |
most of the last three hours. Roscoe has been trying to
get into the hut. Every time | have to climb out, | have to
put up a strong gate to
imagine how fun it would be to have two pigs in here with
me. He keeps pacing at the door, threatening to step in,
only to have my legs kick athim.Don 6t know
having him walk on top of me. He has been squealing
non-stop, so annoyed he is being kept from his bed. My
gosh, he is so annoying himselfl Amy is beginning to
move more and more. Poor thing will be sore. | hope
things stay put. I
keep her from getting constipated.

My, oh, my. |1 06ve got
a disgusting looking body part on the floor of the hut. | am
compelled to save it and force people to look at it so they

believe me when | tel |l Medhem
gross.
Ma n , | 6 nh suckido tstink, too! What an after-

noon. Good thing no one is going to have to smell
me. Hey, | just noticed that old familiar feeling, the insan-
ity. Al s o, I havenoét been
more, because it has occurred to me just what it will be.

ExoTic CORNER
by Torben Platt

I received quite a bit of
positive feedback from
my last article in the
W.K. newsletter . . . if, by
positive feedback you
mean laughter at my ex-
pense. When our es- =

teemed President and Editor Dona said she had "tears in
her eyes" reading it, | assumed it must be my spelling or
grammar. Even after she had finished making all the nec-
essary corrections, though, | still got s o me
One would think our supporters and volunteers would be
a compassionate bunch; after all, a mere sniffle from one
of the cats is enough to cause concern (if not outright

a n d sefioumgrosshessp $odhere. Hareygbes:
ittl e

b a rcreircnaedde,

0bses saibn g !o Weer

h i panic). Blowgvertmy tale of the suffering and humiliation |
énolugesl prh & typical day offncaused w0 sycle thingi In-
a n y wteael ofesympathy, | justogot slesidive laughtewand domeu t

new uncomplimentary nicknames (I thought Smelly Goat
Boy was bad, but Baboon Butt really hurt). Well, now |
will have my revenge. My article this time will be a simple

acknowl ed @en Isiom.r ydry dndiloking listng bf the recent comings and goings
d o Tosbenhustfgave e here atghe tExoticaCorker, @nd if you ask anyone who
| o o Kknowsme, | dareda toeird). Tloete twill hve ind téllingtohtlee

S.S.A\W.K. (scariest snake at Witty Kitties) escaping or of
Amy's (pot bellied pig) prolapsed rectum (were talking

space where | 6ve spent
We actually made it through the winter fairly unscathed
when it comes to the
tboue deohaved

arrivals). Most of them come from Jenni bringing them
back from either the Muscatine Humane Society or the

i f lowalCdy Asimal @are\arel Control shelter. She brought a

children's python home that had been found inside an
apartment building in lowa City, a boa constrictor that had
been dropped off in Muscatine, a bearded dragon
(Muscatine), and John and Trish drove to Mt. Pleasant to

holp&!l Is hree gick wsachadl pythdnuhattthe family didn't want anymore.

With these new additions, our reptile population at Witty
Kitties now consists of 1 Burmese Python (Lucifer), 1 Re-

i nst r umtcualdtes Pythone(E7ddeteosfung, rl d\fricaru RockrPgthon

(SSAWK), 2 Boa Constrictors, 2 Copperheads, 1 Mono-
cled Cobra (venemoid), 5 Ball Pythons, 2 Carpet Py-
thohsalt Sard Beael Corasaake, H @hildreg's Python, 4
assorted King snakes, 3 iguanas, 2 bearded dragons, 1
blue tongued skink, 1 plated lizard, 1 alligator (Lex), 2
spectacled caimans, 1 spur thighed tortoise (Sully), 1 red
footed tortoise, 2 red-eared sliders, and 1 soft-shelled
turtle. Not bad! there might even be 5 or 6 that are adopt-

outside enclosure, and the caimans, iguanas, and tor-
toises will soon be joining him out there for the summer
(see pictures on page 6).

Aside from one of our goats de-feathering an emu (yes,
Jenni made a sweater for her) during the coldest part of
the winter, and Amy's recent loss of her rectum, the
mammals and birds here at Exotic Corner are doing
pretty well. The care and feeding of these guys gets a lot
easier in the summer when you can use things like hoses
instead of carrying 5-gallon buckets all over the property.
Also, the pot bellied pigs actually leave their houses now
so you don't have to serve them breakfast in bed.

In closing, | would like thank all our supporters and volun-
teers (even the ones who laugh at me) for all their help.
Witty Kitties could not exist without you! | will try to be

6 ¢ o mm ebittendhadly or do something exceptionally stupid in time

for the next newsletter. | know, | know -- shouldn't be too
hard.

Torben

surgery,

reptiles
hcaodu | qduni 6tte

and

awhea tc utror ewnrtiltye waawyk-i n
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MissiON FIsSH
by Nancy Fultz

Witty Kitties benefits from eBay sellers who donate a
portion of their sales to us through Mission Fish. This is
an easy way for us to raise money -- the sellers do all
the work! Some of these sellers continue to support
Wittty Kitties time after

them. Junking4ever and Uh-ohretro sell vintage items
and have been some of our steadiest donors -- they al-
most always have something for sale that benefits us.
Coolcybercats is a relatively new donor, but he sells cat
toys and he designates some auctions as 100% of the
final value to animal rescues! So, when you are looking
for vintage items or cat toys -- check with these eBay
sellers first. And make sure you let them know that you
heard about them from Witty Kitties. To see what is cur-
rently for sale benefitting Witty Kitties, visit: http://
donations.ebay.com/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=30595.

GOOD SEARCH .COM

by Nancy Fultz
WOOUoedllll

This summer as you start to N
You Saarch or Shop...

MEMORIALS & H ONORARIUMS

In memory ofCatherine Joy Erdahlfrom Linda & Larry Keyes, Joe

& Carol Walper, Grace Mickelson, Albert & Marna Erdahl, Elton &
Orpha Erdahl, Gary & Marvel Sheller, & Michael & Elizabeth Keif-
|l ove o

fer. O6Catherine had a deep

cats, Thunder and Lightning. Throughout her lifetime, she volunteered

me , SO

I'n memory of Doris Stormoen

Beecher by Lois James, lowa City

This gift is in the name of our moth&lganor Louise Brown and in

memory of belovelditty Tazwho went over the rainbow bridge May

3, 2010, by Margalea Warner

In memory of our witty kittyDigger, by Gary & Karen Schroeder,
Brooklyn, IA

In memory of our beloved old ddgharaoh, by Jeff Guhl & Lora
Schmoll

In memory oBrady & Moose by Gary & Karen Schroeder

In memory ofApolla, by Philip Kaaret & Amy Luttinger

wedtd viar keust & heletceorgsnidoz e

& L€

In memory oPrincess Fite beloved pet of Shirley Fite, by Peggy Fite

Ln?kz ny(;U,r Vagagor? ﬁtf[anf We Givel Hels In memory offot, a good cat, by Gail Clark

out www.goodsearch.com. In honor ofJohn & Carol Thompson by Sheryl Hansen
This is another easy way to raise money for Witty Kitties

without any effort. Under- 6who lilwonoy®ar r G oSadighdamm pydi Clarko r 2 ¢
- make sure it says Witty Kitties (Solon, IA) before you _ ) _ _
proceed. Click on 6Shop Nowd h alnhogeaqSimengefing adepied, by Frally Lewip g py ¢

and then on the left choose your category -- there are
three travel groups, as well as many other stores. All of
these companies will give a donation to Witty Kitties
when you shop through
use Goodsearch as your search engine -- each search
earns money for the critters!

CALLING ALL FRIENDS OF WITTY

KITTIES !
by Trish Wasek

Witty Kitties is having a Spring Clean-up Day on SUN-
DAY, JUNE 6, from 1 - 5 p.m. Please feel free to come
for al |, or part, of t he
outdoor tasks -- everything from spraying down vinyl
kitty beds to fixing outdoor kitty perches to washing in-
side paneling. No heavy
afternoon with pizza and beverages supplied by the
grateful Witty Kitties board.

be

Rain or shine --we 6 | | ther e!

too.

Questions? Contact: staff@wittykitties.org

Goodse€a

HOp?OyuOUk

JF2nl T RARLY o BOT SAYR JHE 1o

DATE!
Everyone

Wine Tasting Fundraiser so

to purchase, door prizes, kitties & critters, and
live music -- truly something for everyone!

can make i
now you
mark those calendars now!

t! ~
wonot

enjoyed

,' mu c h t hat wedr e k
a great tradition g C
& "and we 61 | remind
x closer to the date, but do put
Saturday, August 28 on your
calendars and plan to attend _
afternoon. We have indoor an
There will be a bevy of wines for tasting,
i f tYyumgly appetizers, qi silent auetos, fun things t he

want
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http://donations.ebay.com/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=30595
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NEW ARRIVALS AT THE SHELTER i _
by Trish Wasek Mr. Minus is a one-year-old res-

cued neighborhood stray from Belle
Plaine, lowa. He was either born
with a short, deformed rear leg, or
sustained an injury very early in
life. In any event, he had been limp-
ing along on his stump all his life,
with no pad, and it continuously got
infected. His rescuer, who had been
watching out for him and a couple of his buddies from
afar, was able to catch him and called Witty Kitties. We
agreed to fix him up and then transfer him to another

Sophia is a sweet, quiet girl who
is about five and a half years old.
She came to us because her
owner suspected she had some
vision and/or neurological prob-
lems. But after thoroughly exam-
ining her, Jenni thinks there's
nothing wrong with her at all. She's a little on the re-
served side, and doesn't seem to want to play with the
other cats (even though she came from a multiple-cat
household). She also does not like to be held for very
long. But she LOVES being stroked and petted and
having her ears scratched. She doesn't hide in cubbies,
but rather sits on the top "bunk bed" or on top of the
haven in her room. She's got gorgeous blue eyes set
in a very dark face. We think Sophia would like a quiet,
peaceful home. If you're okay with letting a cat tell you
when it's attention time, Sophia may be the perfect
one. She's definitely not ornery or a trouble maker --
she may just need lots of TLC before she becomes the
best lap cat ever!

tested positive for FIV. So here he stays. Minus (for mi-
nus a leg) is a cuddler extraordinaire, and the look on
his face when he looks into your eyes will melt your
heart! He's racing around here and jumping and climb-
ing on things with only three legs as though he was born
that way (which he almost was, since he touched down
on his deformed leg only every third step or so). It must
hurt a lot less not having the end of the bone hit the
ground. We guarantee he will steal your heart -- and
remember, FIV cats can live with other uninfected cats
with no chance of spreading the virus if they are not ag-

Dali is nearly two years old, and gressive. And Mr. Minus is definitely not aggressive!

he may have the most unusual
story yet at Witty Kitties. He
. started out as a stray named
Sweet Pea at the Paws and More
Animal Shelter in Washington,
lowa. After having surgery to be
| spayed, he nearly died (please
note i most male cats are neu-

Clay is a great example of several
local groups working together to save
a life, thanks in large part to the ef-
forts of Lyndee Fuessley of Cedar
Rapids. Lyndee is a vet tech student
at Kirkwood Community College who
also works at the Cedar Valley Hu-

tered!). Apparentl y t he vet t houghnt ﬁh:%}ane. ocity(CVHhS),an?isafrfiend
Asheodo (Jenni says this reall 0.es RaV\ﬁt e't'es'gﬁgnacsy’o"’.‘ngur'
ally!) and he simply closed® d,Sray, w%srgur dmio.ctﬁ je was ligpin

: ! pretty badly; x-rays showecs1 muﬂlp e old fractures of hid

had been previously spayed by someone else. Any-

way, after Sweet Pea recovered from his abdominal
surgery, he came to Witty Kitties. Jenni renamed him

Dol | vy, since fished was the s
witty kitty with that name. Jenni did more surgery on

Dolly for badly dislocated kneecaps, and later discov-

ered his correct gender when she was exercising his

legs from behind and happened to look

down. Oops! Even though he is a doll, we didn't want

to give him an identity complex on top of everything

else. So we renamed him Dali (after Salvadore) i his

story was about as surreal as those liquid clocks! We

still slip sometimes and ¢ a | | him "hero b
quite small and so beautiful! Dali is also blind in his left

eye, and it may need to be removed some day. Medi-

cally he is fully recovered, and loves people and atten-

tion. He may have arthritis problems later in life, but for

now, everything is fine and he's ready to find his for-

ever home.

right rear leg. He also tested positive for FIV. Things
were not looking too good for this poor guy. Lyndee con-

Panged for {F1eqsurgery.a \R/e agreed, bu% theh)w rC\?H\é o

touch with her instructors at Kirkwood, and they volun-
teered to amputate Clay's leg and neuter him as a
teaching opportunity for the Kirkwood vet tech stu-
dents. Lyndee then brought Clay to Witty Kitties a cou-
ple of days after surgery
will need a little time to warm up to us and realize that all
Qis péiiﬂ gnéj suﬁe(raing és over. Right now he will let us
pe(f him for @ while,”but7s very adamant when enough is
enough! He may take some tender loving care, but the
rewards could be enormous. He just needs someone to
give him a chance, like Lyndee did.

Meet all of our kitties & watch their videos at:
www.wittykitties.org/id17.html

tacltetd Hs and askledn{'f we gvoulg %ake Clay if CVHS a[% us

her t hat they just coul dnot

shelter, since we dolegedcatsons i
Aspeci al needso (just speci al
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